Head Office 

17th Floor, 

Menara Dato’ Onn, 

Putra World Trade Centre, 

45, Jalan Tun Ismail, 

50480 Kuala Kumpur. 

Tel :03-293-5188 

Fax :03-293-5884, 
03-293-0207 

URL : http://tourism.gov.my 

E-mail : tourism@tourism.gov.my 


Regional Office 

NORTHERN REGION 

No. 10, 

jalan Tun Syed Sheh Barakbah, 

10200 Penang. 

Tel :04-261-9067, 
04-262-0066 

Fax ;04-262-3688 

E-mail : mtpbpen@tourism.gov.my 


SOUTHERN REGION 

Suite 5-2, Johor Tourist 

Information Centre (JOTIC), 

2, Jalan Ayer Molek, 

80000 Johor Bahru. 

Tel :07-222-3591, 
07-224-0288 

Fax :07-223-5502 

E-mail : mtpbjhb@tourism.gov.my 


EAST COAST REGION 
5th Floor, 
Menara Yayasan 
Islam Terengganu, 
jalan Sultan Omar, 
20300 Kuala Terengganu. 
Tel :09-622-1433 
09-622-1893 
Fax :09-622-1791 
E-mail : mtpbkt@tourism.gov.my 


SABAH OFFICE 

Ground Floor, 

Bangunan EON CMG Life, 

No. 1, Jalan Sagunting, 

88000 Kota Kinabalu. 

Tel : 088-248-698, 
088-242-064, 
088-211-732 

Fax : 088-241-764 

E-mail : mtpbbki@tourism.gov.my 


SARAWAK OFFICE 
2nd Floor, 
Bangunan Rugayah, 
Jalan Song Thian Cheok, 
93100 Kuching. 
Tel ; 082-246-575, 
082-246-775 
Fax : 082-246-442 
E-mail : mtpbkch@tourism.gov.my 
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Overseas Office 
AUSTRALIA 

Perth ; 

56, William Street, 

Perth, WA 6000, 

AUSTRALIA 

Tel :08-94810400 

Fax :08-93211421 

E-mail : tourmal@omen.com.au 


Sydney 

65, York Street, 

Sydney, NSW 2000, 
AUSTRALIA 

Tel : 02-9299 4441/2/3 
Fax : 02-9262 2026 


CANADA 

830, Burrard Street, 

Vancouver, B.C., 

CANADA V6Z 1X9 

Tel : 604-689-8899 

Fax : 604-689-8804 

E-mail : mtpb-yvr@email.msn.com 


FRANCE 

Office National du 

Tourisme de Malaisie, 

29, Rue des Pyramides, 

75001 Paris, 

FRANCE 

Tel :01 4297 4171 

Fax :01 42 97 41 69 

E-mail : malaisie@club-internet.fr 


GERMANY 

Rossmarkt 11, 

60311 Frankfurt Am Main, 
GERMANY 

Tei :069-283-782/783 

Fax :069-133-79121 

E-mail : mtpb.frankfurt@arcormail.de 


HONG KONG 

Ground Floor, 

Malaysia Building, 

No. 47 - 50, Gloucester Road, 
HONG KONG 

Tel :852-2528 5810/5811 

Fax : 852-2865 4610 

E-mail : mtpbhkg@netvigator.com 


ITALY 

Secondo Piano, 

Piazza San Babila 4/B, 

20122 Milano, 

ITALY 

Tel : 02-796 702 

Fax : 02-796 806 

E-mail : mtpb.milan@tourism.gov.my 


JAPAN 

Osaka 

10th Floor, Cotton Nissay Building, 
1-8-2, Utsubo-Honmachi, 

Nishi-ku, Osaka 550-0004, JAPAN 
Tel :06-6444-1220 

Fax :06-6444-1380 

E-mail : mtpbosa@movenet.or.jp 


Tokyo 

5F Chiyoda Building, 

1-6-4, Yurakucho, Chiyoda-ku, 

Tokyo 100-0006, JAPAN 

Tel :03-3501-8691 

Fax :03-3501-8692 

VOICE FAX INFORMATION SERV 

Tel :03-3249 7210/ACC CODE 4370# 
URL : http://www/int-acc.or.jp/malaysia/ 
E-mail : mtpb.tokyo@tourism.gov.my 


SINGAPORE 

10, Collyer Quay, 

#01-06 & #18-02, 

Ocean Building, 

SINGAPORE 049315 

Tel : 65-532 6321/6351 

Fax : 65-535 6650 

E-mail : mtpb.singapore@tourism.gov.my 


MALAYSIA 
is 


SOUTH AFRICA 

Ist Floor, Hutton Court, 
cnr of Jan Smuts Avenue 
& Summit Road, 

Hyde Park 2196, 
Johannesburg, 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Tel :011-327 0400/0401 
Fax :011-327 0205 


SOUTH KOREA 

Ist Floor, 

Han Young Building, 

57-9, Seosomun-dong, 
Chung-ku, Seoul, 

SOUTH KOREA 

Tel :001-822-779-4422 

Fax :001-822-779-4254 

E-mail : mtpb@users.unitel.co.kr 


SWEDEN 

Klarabergsgatan 35, 

2tr, 

11.121 Box 131 Stockholin, 

SWEDEN 

Tel :46-8-249900 

Fax :46-8-242324 

E-mail : mtpb.stockholm@tourism.gov.my 


TAIWAN 

Suite C, 8th Floor, 

Hung Tai Centre, 

170, Tun Hwa North Road, 
Taipei, 

TAIWAN 

Tel :02-2514-9704/9734 

Fax :02-2514-9973 

E-mail : mtpbtpe@ms29.hinet.net 


THAILAND 

Unit 1001, Liberty Square, 
287, Silom Road, 
Bangkok 10500, 
THAILAND 

Tel :02-631-1994/5/6 
Fax :02-631-1998 


UNITED KINGDOM 

57, Trafalgar Square, 

London WC2N 5DU, 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Tel :020 7930 7932 

Fax :020 7930 9015 

E-mail : mtpb.london@tourism.gov.my 


UNITED STATES 

OF AMERICA 

Los Angeles 

818, West 7th Street, 
Suite 802, 

Los Angeles, 

CA 90017-3432, 
U.S.A. 

Tel :(213}689-9702 
Fax :(213}-689-1530 
E-mail : mtpb.LA@tourism.gov.my 


New York 

120 East 56th Street, 
Suite 804, 

NEW YORK, NY 10022 
Tel :(212)-754-113 
Fax :(212}-754-116 
E-mail : mtpb@aol.com 


Every effort has been made to ensure that the information contained in this 
publication is correct at the time of production. Tourism Malaysia is not 
responsible for any errors or omissions which may occur. KLSD (English) August 2000. 
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Malaysian cuisine is exotic with an exciting range of 
flavours and culinary styles offering the uninitiated an 
endless gastronomic adventure. It comprises three 
main groups - Malay, Chinese and Indian with each 
having its own distinct style of cooking. There are also 
cuisines that have evolved from the meeting of 
cultures notably those of the Nyonya and Indian 
Muslim communities. 

Western cuisine, especially Continental and 
Mediterranean fare, are also available in the major cities. 





Indeed, Malaysia as a meeting place of both eastern ee inna = ae aii 
“and western cultures, has produced a most diverse dine out at posh hotel restaurants, elegant chain 
culinary melting pot. restaurants, chic sidewalk cafes, delicatessens or eat out 
For the visitor who is interested in dining out, Kuala at the many hawker stalls till the wee hours of the 


Lumpur will prove to be a unique experience both in morning. 
terms of the array of culinary 

delights as well as in the wide 
choice of settings. You can 


Malay Cuisine # Malay cuisine is rich and spicy arising 
from the use of hard spices and a wet spice mixture of 
rempah and coconut milk. Malay cuisine varies from 
region to region. Kelantanese cuisine, akin to Thai 
cooking for example, has a sweetish taste due to 

liberal use of coconut milk and sugar in cooking. 

On the other hand, the cuisine of Kedah is spicier 

due to the influence of Indians who arrived here 

centuries ago during the spice trade . 

For the adventurous, there is an array of popular 
Malay dishes to tantalise their taste buds. A favourite 
with Malaysians is nasi lemak, rice cooked in coconut 
milk served with anchovies, squid, eggs, cucumber and 
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sambal (chili paste). An East Coast favourite is nasi 
dagang, fragrant unpolished glutinous rice steamed 
with coconut milk and served with tuna fish curry. Nasi 
kerabu, another rice-based dish native to Kelantan, is 
served with local herbs and salted fish. A Malay 
banquet would not be complete without the ever 
popular satay, skewered chicken or beef marinated 
in spices, then grilled over charcoal fire. Itis served 
with peanut gravy, rice cubes, cucumber and 
onions. 


Chinese Cuisine ¢ A wide variety of 
Chinese cuisine is available in Kuala 
Lumpur. Among the popular 
styles of cooking are those of the 
Cantonese, Hokkien, Hainanese; 
Hakka and Szechuan communities. 
Generally, Chinese cuisine is mild 
in flavour but local influence has 
given it a slightly spicier taste. 

In addition to breakfast, lunch and 
dinner, there are elevenses where dim 
sum (steamed snacks) is served. Apart from 
hotel outlets and large chain restaurants, Chinese food 
is also available in most coffee shops around KL. 


Nyonya Cuisine ¢ Nyonya or Peranakan cuisine evolved 
out of a unique blend of Malay and Chinese cooking 
picy and 













pungent flavours. Typical dishes include otak-otak 
(fish meat marinated in spices, wrapped in banana 
leaves and grilled) and itik tim (duck with salted 
vegetables). The cuisine is best tried in Nyonya 


restaurants which have become popular in recent 
years. 


Indian Cuisine ¢ Contrary to popular perception, 
Indian cuisine need not be searingly hot. 
Various spice blends are used in Indian 
ulsine to give a robust flavour to 
food but yoghurt almost always 
accompanies a meal at the end to 
cool down the tastebuds. Milder on 
the tastebuds are dishes such as 
kurma (mild meat curry) and tandoori 
chicken (chicken baked in clay oven). 
Generally, Southern Indian 
cuisine is hotter than its Northern 
Indian and Moghul counterparts and is 
characterised by the heavy use of cream, 
meat-based dishes and naan breads. Indian- 
Muslim cuisine is another local favourite one 
ought to try while in KL. Popular dishes include fish- 
head curry, murtabak (pancake with spiced meat 
mixture) and mee goreng (fried noodles). 


International Cuisine e Foreign visitors will be pleasantly 
surprised to discover the abundance of 
international cuisine available in 
KL. Restaurants serving 
international cuisine can 
usually be found in 
major hotels as well 
as in the vicinity of 
Jalan Sultan Ismail, 
Jalan Ampang and Bangsar 
where there is a sizeable 
expatriate community. 









ok ala Lumpur, the commercial hub of Malaysia, 


> 
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g ` abounds with a vibrant blend of shopping, dining 
- and entertainment opportunities for visitors. Shopping 


establishments display a wide range of goods rivalling 

_ that of major cities elsewhere while the local passion for 
=» food is evident in its numerous dining spots. At dusk a 
> Whole spectrum of entertainment beckons fun-lovers to 
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Shopping in Kuala Lumpur promises variety, value 
and convenience. There is a bewildering range of 
shopping establishments catering for every taste and 
budget, which includes modern air-conditioned 
shopping malls, department stores, hypermarkets, 
shopping arcades, specialty stores, handicraft centres, 
duty-free shops, bazaars and nightmarkets. 

Among the items high on the shopping list of tourists 
are pewter, batik, duty-free items, electrical products, 
pret-a-porter attire, sportswear and handicrafts. 

A novel experience for overseas visitors is the night 
markets or ‘pasar malam’ which begin their trading 
activities in the late afternoon. These open-air markets 
feature hawker stalls that sell a variety of local produce, 
foodstuff, clothing and cakes. Haggling is a common 
practice. Street artists and traditional medicine vendors 
are an entertaining sight here. 
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The Shopping Carnival, an annual sale held in October/ 
November in Kuala Lumpur and other major cities in 
Malaysia is an opportune time to pick up great bargains. 

There are several principal shopping precincts in 
` the city. The most popular is the area bounded by Jalan 
Bukit Bintang, Jalan Sultan Ismail and Jalan Imbi in the 
vicinity of the hotel belt. Other popular areas are Jalan 
Tuanku Abdul Rahman, Jalan Ampang, Jalan Cheng 
Lock, Petaling Street, Jalan H.S. Lee and Bangsar. 


Și jalan Bukit Bintang 
Bukit Bintang is indisputably one of the city’s foremost 
shopping districts offering a multitude of merchandise 





"a world of pulsating rhythms and flashing colours. 


Park which brings to life the wonderful yester-years and 
fond memories. BB Park features an outdoor beer garden, 
pizzaria, a food village, a tantalizing menu of local and 
international cuisines, local handicraft stalls and a 
potpourri of cultural performances nightly!. 


Imbi Plaza e Located beside Sungei Wang Plaza along 
Jalan Imbi, this is the place for those who are interested 
in computer hardware and software. Take your time to check 
out the latest computer products at the numerous shops here. 


Lot 10 e This huge shopping mall with its distinctive 
green and blue striped facade caters to upmarket 
shoppers. Shoppers will have no problem finding their 
favourite branded designer items. Isetan is the anchor tenant. 





Starhill Plaza e Adjacent to JW Marriot Hotel, Starhill Plaza 
is a stylish building with marble flooring and gilded 
banisters. It has six floors of retail outlets, mostly exclusive 
boutiques with the Tangs Department Store as the anchor tenant. 





Tuanku Abdul Rahman, Jalan Ampang, Jalan Cheng 
Lock, pore Street, Jalan H.S. Lee and Bangsar. 





Bukit Bintang is indisputably one of the city’s foremost 
shopping districts offering a multitude of merchandise 
to suit every taste and budget. The cities major 
shopping outlets are located in this area namely Sungei 
Wang Plaza, Bukit Bintang Plaza, Imbi Plaza, Lot 10, 
Starhill Plaza and Kuala Lumpur Plaza. 





Bukit Bintang Plaza ¢ One of KL’s oldest shopping centres, 
Bukit Bintang Plaza still attracts the crowds with its offerings 
of local and international goods comprising clothes, fashion 
accessories, footwear, sports goods, electrical equipment, 
pharmaceutical products, computers and furniture. 


Sungei Wang Plaza e Integrated with the adjacent Bukit 
Bintang Plaza, Sungei Wang Plaza is a magnet for all 
shoppers in the city. This perennially popular shopping 
centre houses many retail outlets offering an incredible 
assortment of goods catering for all tastes and budgets. 





Low Yat Plaza Shopping Centre œ A stylish and well- 
integrated shopping mall, Low Yat Plaza jons the cream 
of favourite retail and entertainment establishments in the 
heart of Bukit Bintang offering a spectrum of fashion, food 
and family recreation as well as thematic concepts. The 
conceptual themes encompasses BB Chinatown and Computer 
City which offers the latest in computer paraphernalias. 
Alongside Low Yat Plaza is the reintroduction of BB 





Kuala Lumpur Plaza ¢ Sandwiched between Lot 10 and 
Starhill Plaza, KL Plaza is a good place to shop for exclusive 
watches, travelling bags, designer shoes and jewellery. 
Tower Records the huge music retail outlet located here 
is a treasure trove of audio-visual items for music buffs. 





Komplex Budaya Kraf ¢ A handicraft complex at Jalan 
Conlay, it houses top names in local handicrafts. Here, 
you can look out for that chic batik outfit, ponder over 
the variety of home decor items, or delight in finding 
the perfect gift to bring back home! 

On the ground floor of the complex, you can dabble in 
some paints and wax to create your own batik piece. At 
the far end of the landscaped grounds is the artists’ colony 
where you can see artists at work or buy their paintings. 

The complex is equipped with visitor facilities, 
including telephone booths and a restaurant. 


Jalan Tuanku Abdul Rahman 


This stretch of road is flanked on both sides by pre-war 
buildings whose interesting facades have been preserved 
and re-adapted for modern businesses, mostly retailing. 
Walk through the archways of these shops for an immersion 
into a shopping and cultural experience that goes back 
several decades. Major shopping centres within this area are: 


Sogo # Amajor landmark along Jalan Tuanku Abdul Rahman, 
the Sogo Department Store is modern and well patronised 
for its quality goods. The selective tenant mix includes fashion 
boutiques, house-hold furnishing, shoes stores, travel agencies, 
gift shops, cosmetic counters, jewellers and restaurants. 
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Pertama Complex ¢ One of the earlier shopping 
complexes in the city, it has mid to budget priced 
items such as sportswear, shoes, handbags, watches, 
photographic equipment and electronic goods. One 
of the older shopping centres in town, this complex 
caters to those looking for budget priced items. 
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Globe Silk Store, Kamdar and Tang Ling e Thee 
stores, located along Jalan Tuanku Abdul Rahman, 
offer affordable shopping for those on a budget. 
Popular items are adults apparel, children’s clothes, 
textiles, furnishing and bric-a-brac. 





Nightmarkets e Lorong Tuanku Abdul Rahman is closed 
to traffic between 5pm - 10pm every Saturday and 
transforms into a night market where petty traders and 
hawkers sell an assortment of goods in the open air. The 


—nightmarket offers visitors an_interesting place to walk _ 


through and perhaps pick up some casual attire, local 
products, clothing as well as sample some local delicacies. 


City Square ¢ Comprising a hotel, office building and 
shopping complex, City Square caters for the varied 
needs of the modern shopper. The shopping complex 
is situated at the bustling junction of Jalan Ampang and 
Jalan Tun Razak. Within its 2 million sq ft of commercial area 
is a wide range of shops which include beauty salons, 
art galleries, exclusive boutiques and travel agencies. 


Ampang Plaza # Housed within this Plaza is a wide 
selection of specialty stores offering goods ranging 
from designer items to products for daily needs. This 
shopping centre is part of an integrated complex 
together with the adjoining City Square and Crown 
Princess Hotel. 








"Jalan Sultan/Jalan Tun H.S. Lee 

UDA-Ocean e Located near the Klang Bus Station, it 
offers a wide range of apparel, shoes, handbags and 
textiles at reasonable prices. 


S&M Plaza # Located along the intersection of Jalan 
Tun H.S. Lee and Jalan Cheng Lock, this complex is 
another attraction of KL’s Chinatown with its many little 
shops offering a variety of goods from hair ornaments 
to clothings, textiles, shoes and handbags. There are 
also gift shops, music shops, bookshops and toy stores. 


_Sinarkota e Fasily accessible from the Pudu Raya bus 


station, Sinarkota showcases a full range of quality 
goods from luggage to household products, children’s 
paraphernalia, shoes, pharmaceutical products, 


hawkers sell an assortment of goods in the open air. The 


— nightmarket offers visitors_an_interesting place to walk _ _ Sinarkota e Fasily accessible from the Pudu Raya bus 


station, Sinarkota showcases a full range of quality 


through and perhaps pick up some casual attire, local 


products, clothing as well as sample some local delicacies. 


Jalan Masjid India ¢ Running parallel to Jalan Tuanku 
Abdul Rahman, this street is lined by shops selling Indian 
items such as sarees, sandlewood oil, bangles, silver 
anklets, gold jewellery, brassware and Indian silver 
tableware. Other items include religious materials, 
handicrafts, herbs and perfumed oils. 


jalal ATM PG 1g/] Ja lan sia nazZakK A 
Located within KLS diplomatie enclave the Jalan Ampang 
and Jalan Tun Razak area is served by prestigious 
shopping complexes that boast international names 
as well as quality local products. Shoppers looking for 
upmarket merchandise will find numerous outlets here. 
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Suria KLCC e Located in the ultra-modern Kuala Lumpur 
City Centre (KLCC) the Suria Shopping Complex tops the 
list as one of the city’s trendiest and classiest shopping 
complex. Bright and cheery with a stylised logo of the 
sun from which it gets its name, Suria’s neighbour is 
the majestic Petronas Twin Towers, currently the tallest 
in the world. 

Within the Suria’s gleaming multi-level floors are 
specialty shops, department stores, fashion boutiques, 
designer fashion houses, jewellers and duty-free shops 
bursting with an enormous range of products. 


Ampang Park Shopping Complex e Situated across 
the road from City Square and Ampang Plaza, the 
Ampang Park Shopping Complex is one of KL’s earliest 
shopping centres. This is reflected in the fine and 
extensive assortment of goods and services offered, of 
which photographic items, costume accessories and 
apparel appeal to its shoppers. 





goods from luggage to household products, children’s 
paraphernalia, shoes, pharmaceutical products, 
watches, textiles and accessories. 





Petaling Street (Chinatown) e Located at the heart of 
KL’s bustling Chinatown, Petaling Street is the place to 
head for those who are interested in experiencing the 
excitement of bargaining for their purchases. Its 
popular night market is a daily feature. This is a good 
place to purchase Chinese artifacts like figurines, 
incense-holders, paintings, joss-sticks and bric-a-brac. 
Other interesting items include herbs for traditional 
remedies and sweetmeats. Aged craftsmen at work in 
their shophouses can be seen producing goods such as 
lanterns, tinware and calligraphy items along the streets. 
Shops here stock a variety of textiles, clothes, shoes and 
handbags. Petaling Street is also known for its jewellery 
shops with their fascinating variety of beautifully crafted 
gold items set with priceless gemstones. 





Jalan Cheng Lock/Jalan_ 

Within walking py of the Pudu Raya bus station, 
the lively Jalan Cheng Lock area has become the focus 
of shoppers who like to enjoy a mixed range of retail 
establishments - from shopping complexes to pre-war 
shophouses. Go there for an absorbing atmosphere as 
well as for some wonderful shopping. 











Kota Raya e In the vicinity of Chinatown, Kota Raya 
has a wide range of shoes, handbags, clothing and 
textiles. 


Central Market e Formerly Kuala Lumpur’s principal 
‘wet-market’, this bazaar-style arts and crafts centre 
offers a wide variety of works on sale by local artists 
and craftsmen. You can have your portrait sketched, 
or browse through souvenirs on display or visit a 
traditional medicine shop. 





Shaw Parade e Located at Jalan Changkat Thamby 
Dollah in Pudu, Shaw Parade attracts a steady stream 
of shoppers with its range of photographic equipment, 
videos, home decor and specialty items. 


Jalan Putra 

The Mall e Strategically located across the street from 
The Putra World Trade Centre and the Pan Pacific Hotel, 
its wide concourse and high atrium with a cascading 
On the Fringes e Located on the outer limits of the city are 


several other equally attractive shopping complexes. Among 
them are: 


E Alpha Angle a selection of fashion apparel, shoes, travelling - 


bags and household items. 

E Pear! Point sports gear, optical goods, fashion apparel, shoes 

and travelling bags. 

m Plaza Phoenix family shopping for value-for-money goods. 

E Leisure Mall for photographic items, cosmetics, clothings, 

fabrics, paintings and household equipment. 

E The Mines Shopping Fair a venetian inspired complex. 

E Midvalley Megamall a wide range of shops, department stores 
and a hypermarket are located here. 


Pewterware e Exquisitely crafted 
pewter items include mugs, 
eo, poles sets, ash trays, 

3 5, letter- 
opener and E Leading 
names are Royal Selangor and 
Tumasek. They can be found 
at hotel shopping arcades and 
shopping complexes. 








What and Where to Buy 





glass roof makes the mall a magnet for shoppers. Its 
department store and supermarket, Aktif Lifestyle 
Stores, stocks a wide range of products. 


Bangsar - Jalan Maarof/Jalan Telawi 


Bangsar eThe affluent suburb of Bangsar has emerged 
in recent years as a popular shopping centre for its. 
large expatriate community and the local residents. 
Bangsar is centrally located between the city and the 
municipality of Petaling Jaya, a mere 15-minute drive 
from the city centre. There are two modern shopping 
complexes, boutiques and attractively decorated shops 
selling a wide range of products such as antiques, 
furniture, textiles, cosmetics, household items, electrical 
goods and sports wear. 

Apart from shopping complexes, Bangsar’s appeal 
also lies in the wide choice of dining outlets and 
entertainment spots available, making it a magnet for 
social gatherings especially in the evenings. 





Duty Free Shopping e Duty-free shops are found at most 
shopping complexes, at the KL International Airport, Sepang 
and near the National Museum. Best buys are Malaysian batik 
and handicrafts, chocolates, perfumes, cosmetics, jewellery, 
pocket calculators, hi-fi items, audio equipment, watches, 
cameras, cigarettes and liquors. 


Hotel Shopping Arcades e A number of international standard 
hotels house shopping arcades catering to the needs of the 
discerning business and leisure travellers. These arcades offer a 
comprehensive selection of the latest designer goods from 
abroad as well as local designers. Apart from designer wear, 
custom made clothing and antiques are available. Gift shops, 
hair salons and travel agencies can also be found within these 
arcades. 


Silk e Silk from Cendering, 
Terengganu is of international 
quality and makes a good buy. 
bought at a handicraft 
centre or a specialty shop. 






















What and Where to Buy 


Pewterware e Exquisitely crafted 
pewter items include mugs, 
goblets, coffee sets, ash trays, 
Vase Gurines, clocks, tetter- 
opener and plaques. Leading 
names are Royal Selangor and 
Tumasek. They can be found 
at hotel shopping arcades and 
shopping complexes. 





Batik # Batik combines wax 
brushing, dyeing, drying and 
boiling the material which may 
be silk, cotton, rayon or satin. 
Batik items include hats, scarves, 
ties, handkerchiefs, purses, kaftan, 
shirts, wrap-around skirts, sun 
dresses, tablecloths, handbags, 
purses and paintings. The quality 
of batik varies greatly. Good 
quality batik are sold at large 
handicraft centres. 


Songket # Songket is Malaysian 
brocade that is intricately 
handwoven with silver or gold 
threads. Rich and heavily- 
embroidered, the cloth makes 
superb evening gowns. Buy the 
material untailored and have it 
made to measure, or buy songket 
items such as handbags. 


Pottery # Sarawak pottery 
is ochre-coloured with bold 
geometric designs. Sayong 
pottery, from Perak, has the 
characteristic glossy black 
colour. There is even pottery, 
from Johor, which uses batik 
and gold thread for a distinctive 
look. Handicraft centres offer 
the best variety. 


Gold ¢ Gold is of high quality here, 
often 22K. Items of traditional 
designs or avant garde are 
available. Jewellers are located 
at shopping complexes, hotels, 
duty free shops within the city 
centre. 





















Silk e Silk from Cendering, 
Terengganu is of international 
quality and makes a good buy. 
Best bought at a handicraft 
centre or a specialty shop. 





Brassware e Brassware items 
generally come from the cottage 
industries in Terengganu. Items 
include candle stands, vases, 
ash trays and plaques. Best 
bought at handicraft centres. 


Silverwork e Silverwork, especially 
those from Kelantan, is exquisite. 
Items to buy are rose bowls, 
napkin holders, plaques and 
filigree jewellery. Handicraft 
centres are again the best 
choices to buy silverwork. 


Woodcarvings e Woodcarvings, 
again, those from Kelantan or 
Terengganu, are of excellent work- 
manship. Wood figurines of the 
orang asli (aborigines) also make 
good buys. As these are bulky items, 
you can make arrangement with 
the stores to have them sent home. 
Shopping complexes stock a 
good range of such products. 


Basketry e Mengkuang leaves 
(screw pine) woven into table 
mats, hats, bags and bedroom 
slippers make attractive and 
functional items. They are also 
inexpensive. Mengkuang products 
can be found at handicraft centres. 


Food Items e Check out the 
supermarket, grocery stores or 
pasar malam for locally-produced 
items such as tea, pepper, prawn 
crackers and instant food 
preparations. 





Kuala Lumpur offers exciting nightlife for those 
looking for relaxation. Besides local and international 
theatre shows and symphony orchestras, there is a 
wide variety of entertainment including live bands, 
jazz bands, strollers, dinner shows, cabaret, disco and 
karaoke lounges. 

It is best to refer to the entertainment section of local 
newspapers and check out the newsstand for entertainment 
publications for the latest on the nightscene. Entertainment 
establishments are plentiful along Jalan Bukit Bintang, 
Jalan Ampang, Jalan Sultan Ismail and Jalan P. Ramlee, 
where there are numerous hotels. Nightlife in the city 
also thrives with the many pubs, streetcafes and bistros. 
Entertainment outlets close at 3am and there are stiff laws 
against drinking and driving. 


Discotheques e Discotheques can be found in hotels 
but there are several independent ones, too. They are 
usually packed after 10pm and pulsate with activity on 
Fridays, Saturdays and eves of public holidays. 


Pubs and Bistros e Pubs and bistros offer a relaxed 
mood with live bands, drinks and snacks. Most pubs 
are open from late afternoon or evening and close at 
midnight. Barn Thai, Planet Hollywood, Benson & Hedges 
Bistro, TGIF (Thank God It’s Friday) and Hard Rock Cafe 
which has been a hit with the locals since it arrived on the 
Malaysian scene. Bangsar Baru offers numerous choices 
and even an Irish pub. 





Cafes e Cafes, both doer and sifat ken are popular 
with the younger set and many trendy ones are found in 
Bangsar Baru as well as Bintang Walk located in Bukit Bintang. 


[heatres e Theatre performances by local and foreign 
artistes have become popular with urbanites. The local 
theatre clubs are Dramalab, Actors Studio, Five Arts Centre 
and Instant Cafe. Please check the newspapers for their 
performances. 


Orchestras and Choirs e The National Symphony 
Orchestra and National Choir perform regularly at the 
Experimental Theatre located in Jalan Tun Ismail. 
Enquiries: 03-4025 2525. Other notable orchestras include 
the KL Symphony Orchestra and the Malaysian 
Philharmonic Orchestra which is housed in the Petronas 
Philharmonic Hall at the Kuala Lumpur City Centre. (For 
inquiries, please call Box Office: 03-207 7007). 


cultural Shows e Cultural shows can be viewed at 
Central Market. Performances such as Bangsawan 
(Malay Traditional Theatre), Chinese Opera, Nadagam 
(Indian Traditional Theatre) start at 7.45pm during 
weekends. Enquiries: 03-2274 6542 (10am - 10pm). 
Cultural shows are also available at MATIC and at dinner 
restaurants such as Seri Melayu and Restoran Sri Putra. 





